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HEALTH STAFF — ASSAULTS AGAINST 

Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.02 pm]: The McGowan government is not only 
committed to putting patients first; we are also committed to protecting our hardworking health staff. As members 
will be aware, there was a serious incident at Royal Perth Hospital on the weekend involving an assault on a nurse. 
As this incident of reported violence against our health staff is currently under police investigation, I cannot 
comment on the specific details of this case. One assault is one assault too many. New statistics from the 
Department of Health show an upward trend in reported acts of violence against our health staff. Western Australia 
experienced a tripling of assaults on nurses between 2012 and 2017; that is why the McGowan government made 
an election commitment of $2.2 million to improve safety and security for our frontline staff. 

Assaults against staff within our health system cannot be attributed to a single issue. The government is examining 
a range of initiatives to respond to the causes and effects of violence. The impacts of alcohol and methamphetamines 
on our community are well documented. This is why the McGowan government has the meth action plan. We 
have also established an urgent care clinic toxicology unit at Royal Perth Hospital for presentations relating to 
drug and alcohol use to take the pressure off staff in the emergency department. I acknowledge more needs to be 
done to help protect our frontline health staff. I have asked the Department of Health to review the recent incidents, 
as well as the data available regarding hospital assaults, and await its recommendations on what can be done to 
improve current initiatives and identify new strategies. I am advised that the director general of Health has spoken 
to the Commissioner of Police regarding the incident at Royal Perth Hospital. I have requested advice on 
a potential memorandum of understanding on the transfer of people in the custody of police to hospital staff. 

The frontline staff who work in our public hospitals perform a vital role; they do an incredible job and should be 
treated with the utmost respect. Acts of violence or aggression against frontline hospital staff are unacceptable and 
will not be tolerated. As Minister for Health; Mental Health, I want to assure all the staff who work in our public 
hospitals that their care and safety is of paramount importance to me. In coming months I will be meeting with 
frontline hospital staff and their representatives to listen to their views on what can be done to improve their safety. 
I now table the 2017 and 2018, July to December statistics on incidents of violence against nurses. This was 
requested in question on notice 4853 asked by the Leader of the Opposition. 

[See paper 2433.] 
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